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pre-Independence

Charles Dumas and Franklin
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Independence

James Lovell and John Adams

BRA
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ZOY

&PZ
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James Lovell to John Adams, November 1777 from Paris

Keyword: CR; used with nulls

Traitors

Church and George Washington

http://memory.loc.gov/mss/mgw/mgw4/033/0700/0754.jpg

To Major Cane in Boston,

On His Magisty's Sarvice—

I hope this will reach you; three attempts have I made 

without success. …

The people of Connecticut are raving in the cause of 

liberty. A number from this colony, from the town of 

Stanford, robbed the King's stores at New York with some 

small assistance the New Yorkers lent them. 
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Washington’s Code

One-part code
Alphabet Numbers

a e 1 e

b f 2 f

c g 3 g

d h 4 i

e i 5 k

f j 6 m

g a 7 n

h b 8 o

i c 9 q

j d 0 u

k o 1 m

n p

o q

p r

q k

r l

s u

t v

u w

v x

w y

x z

y s

z t

+ substitution
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Patterson’s Cipher

pt: Buonaparte has at last given peace to Europe

1 bastpoe

2 uragee

3 ottiau

1 nelvcr

2 ahaeeo

3 pasntp

Keywords: nap(213), ben (123)

wuragee rtbastpoe hrhottiau

qAhaeeo wrnelvcr tegpasntp

wurag eertb astpo ehrho ttiau qahae

eowrn elvcr tegpa sntp

ct:

Myer’s Wig-Wag System

A 22 R 211

B 2112 S 212

C 121 T 2

D 222 U 112

E 12 V 1222

F 2221 W 1121

G 2211 X 2122

H 122 Y 111

I 1 Z 2222

J 1122 & 1111

K 2121 ing 2212

L 221 tion 1112

M 1221

N 11

O 21 3 end of word

P 1212 33
end of 

sentence

Q 1211 333
end of 

message

From http://signal.portal.army.mil/siteDev/signal150/00_wig_wag.html
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Route Cipher in the Civil War

“The principle of the cipher consisted in writing a 

message with an equal number of words in each line, 

then copying the words up and down the columns by 

various routes, throwing in an extra word at the end 

of each column, and substituting other words for 

important names and verbs.” J.E. O’Brien
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Myer’s Cipher Disk


