DC 270 History of Horror Film
Final Project

Research Paper on the History of Horror

For the final project I want you to write a research paper on a subject relating to the history of horror. The subject is up to you, but you need to get it approved (see the timeline below). To give you an idea, possible topics could be: censorship in horror films, Hitchcock and Horror, Voodoo in movies, horror movies and gender, or a study of a particular figure, like Dracula, throughout horror film history, an in-depth analysis of a particular movie, or a sociological paper analyzing why people watch horror movies. 

Make your topic specific (something like horror movies and gender could mean too many different things, Hitchcock and Horror, in comparison, is more specific, but also needs elaboration: will you study his horror movies, or horror techniques he uses in all his movies, just to give an example). Write up a paragraph describing the topic you want to research for your paper (this will be your first deliverable). 

Your final paper is a research paper. For general background on how to write a research paper, check out http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/ResearchW/ ; DePaul’s Writing center offers support (both online and in person), check out

http://condor.depaul.edu/~writing/index.html (for the writing center)
http://condor.depaul.edu/~writing/html/resources/tasks/research.html (on research papers)
The core of writing a research paper is doing research on the topic; that is, you need to study research literature. For your second deliverable, I want you to submit a bibliography of at least three or four papers or books that you will be using for your paper. Most of these sources should be specific to your topic (Leonard Maltin’s movie guide, or even a Horror Film Encyclopedia isn’t specific enough). The papers you refer to must be published journal literature; so while it is acceptable if you use articles you find on the web, these must have been published in a journal of magazine. I recommend you check out the DePaul library; see for example
http://www.lib.depaul.edu/eresource/jdisplay.asp?SubjectID=20&TopicID=83
The page contains links to several index services for journals that include film journals; try doing a search on “horror” and “Hitchcock”, for example. You should also browse the Lincoln Park stacks. Film journals include Journal of film and video, Screen, Cineaste, Sight & Sound, Film quarterly, and Variety (and many others). Also, browse the books on film and horror film (check out the signature 791.436164). This might also help you get an idea what to work on. 
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Deliverables

All deliverables should be hardcopies (printed, not handwritten), or digital copies submitted by email.

[by 5/25] Email me your subject: a tentative title for your paper together with a one-paragraph description of what aspects of the topic you want to research. I will try to give you feedback before the weekend.
[by 6/1] An outline of your paper (listing sections and, for each section, a paragraph describing the content of the section) together with a bibliography (a list of papers/books you are working with for your paper). I’d expect your paper to have four or five sections (including, if you find those useful, an introduction and a conclusion).
[by 6/8] The final version of your paper with bibliography. The final paper should be no less than five and no more than eight pages with regular font-size, margins (and line-spacing close to 1.25), around 2500 words altogether.

