DC 270 History of Horror Film
Homework (due 4/6)
Writing Assignment (due at the beginning of class)

Write a synopsis of Murnau’s Nosferatu in the style of 

Leonard Maltin’s movie guides (including the *1/2-**** ratings, etc.).
Below is an example taken from his 2006 movie guide. Keep your

synopsis below 150 words.

Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1992) C-123mm ***1/2, D: Francis Ford Coppola; Gary Oldman, Winona Ryder, Anthony Hopkins, Keanu Reeves, Richard E. Grant, Cary Elwes, Bill Campbell, Sadie Frost, Tom Waits, Jay Robinson, Monica Belucci. Sumptous retelling of the Dracula legend as originally conceived by Stoker in his 1897 novel. Avenging the death of his beloved wife, a 15th-century Romanian warrior lives on through the ages … and sets his sights on Victorian London. Sexual, sinuous, exquisitely realized (using every movie artifice imaginable); occasionally let down by story lags … but always has one more goodie up its sleeve. Written by James Victor Hart. Kudos to Thomas Sanders’ production design, Michael Ballhaus’ cinematography, and Wojciech Killar’s powerful music. Won Oscars for makeup, sound effects editing, and costume design. [R]

Reading Assignment

Theoretical (attached):
Jones, On the Nightmare, Chapter II: The Nightmare (9 pages)

Eisner, Nosferatu (From Haunted Screen) (11 pages)


Fiction (linked off class webpage, go to “class reading” page):
Washington Irving: The Adventure of my Grandfather (7 pages)

Wilhelm Hauff: The Story of the Haunted Ship (6 pages)

Lovecraft, The Statement of Randolph Carter (4 pages)


Questions to think about:



Irving: Was it a dream or was the ghost real?



Hauff: Fairy tale or horror story?



Lovecraft: Compare to Hauff as a horror story, what is different?



Does the Jones text throw any light on Murnau’s Nosferatu?



How does Nosferatu compare to later vampire figures you know?
