DC 270 History of Horror Film
Homework 7 (5/18 and 5/25)
Writing Assignment (due 5/25)
1) Write a film treatment for a short film (about 10 minutes) based on one of the stories we have read (read the 2nd part of the writing assignment before starting on this). Think of a film treatment as a one-page marketing instrument, your only chance to convince an agent or a producer that you have a good idea that’s worth spending money on. See for example
http://www.poepuppet.com/treatment.htm
which has a treatment for a puppet movie based on Edgar Allan Poe’s Annabel Lee. Also check out 
http://www.filmmakers.com/features/screenwriting/treatment.htm
for a description of the role of a film treatment. Your treatment should be roughly a single page.

2) The story you have chosen should be fantastic in the sense of Todorov, or it should be possible to treat it as such. Pick one particular fantastic scene of the story and include three different treatments of that same scene, each about half a page, one making the fantastic aspects clearly natural to the audience (though maybe not necessarily to the characters in the scene), one making them clearly supernatural to the audience, and one maintaining the fantastic nature of the scene.  The last version will probably be the most difficult one: how do you suggest the possibility of something supernatural without forcing it to be supernatural? There are visual as well as narrative ways of dealing with this. Add a short discussion which version you would prefer if you were actually filming the scene.
Reading Assignment (due 5/18)

Theoretical


Lefevre, From Voyeurism to Infinity (HFR, 9 pages)

Freud, The Uncanny, Part II + III (20 pages)


Fiction


James: Oh Whistle, and I’ll come to you my lad (12 pages)

Shirley Jackson, The Lottery (10 pages)

Questions to think about:

What is different about Jackson’s approach to horror?
