DC 270 Werner Herzog
Homework 3 (due 5/2)
Reading Assignment: Aguirre, colonialism, and the New German Cinema

This reading assignment is the basis for the writing assignment.

As Others Put Plays upon the Stage: Aguirre, Neocolonialism, and the New German Cinema, by John E. Davidson, New German Critique, 1993

online at http://www.jstor.org/view/0094033x/ap020060/02a00050/0 (go through library web-site)

“The jungle strikes back: European defeat at the hands of the South American landscape in the films of Werner Herzog”, by Gundula M. Sharman, Journal of Transatlantic Studies 3; Spring 2004.

online at http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/pdf?vid=5&hid=3&sid=d4766046-0ddc-4883-950d-cec7be4bc5ce%40SRCSM2 (go through library web-site)
Writing Assignment (due at the beginning of class)
Write a 2/3-page essay on the following topic:
Both Davidson and Sharman discuss in detail the issue of colonialism (or neocolonialism as Davidson calls it) in the work of Werner Herzog, focusing on his movie Aguirre (though there is some discussion of Fitzcarraldo and Les Bank’s Burden of Dreams). The background of the discussion is formed by the peculiar state of the West German film industry in the 60s and 70s (New German Cinema).  In your essay address the following two points; you can keep them separate or interleave them, whichever works best for you.
a) How do Davidson and Sharman read Aguirre and what conclusions do they draw about Herzog’s relationship to South America? Reconstruct the core of their argument (obviously you cannot repeat the whole argument). Use your own words and avoid paraphrasing (use quotes if necessary).
b) In your view, how accurate are Davidson and Sharman in their conclusions about Aguirre? You do not have to evaluate the author’s philosophical/ideological position, unless you want to. Instead concentrate on how Davidson and Sharman represent or misrepresent Aguirre, that is, try to stay close to the movie and, as appropriate, use our work on the movie we did in class. 

Submission: your essay should be typed; you can either email it to me, or submit a hardcopy in class.

