DC 270 History of Horror Film
Homework (due 4/13)
Writing Assignment (due at the beginning of class)

Write a synopsis of Browning’s Freaks in the style of 

Leonard Maltin’s movie guides (including the *1/2-**** ratings, etc.).
Below is an example taken from his 2006 movie guide. Keep your

synopsis below 150 words.

Nosferatu (1922-German) 84m ***1/2, D: F. W. Murnau. Max Schreck, Gustav von Wangenheim, Greta Schroeder. Early film version of Dracula is brilliantly eerie, full of imaginative touches that none of the later films quite recaptured. Schreck’s vampire is also the ugliest in film history. The making of this film is dramatized in Shadow of the Vampire. Remade in 1979.

Reading Assignment

Theoretical:
Ronald Best: Freaks: Reevaluating a Screen Classic (10 pages, online)

Norden, Cahill: Violence, Women, and Disability in Browning

 (textbook,16p)

Freud, The Uncanny, Part I (7 pages, online)


Fiction
Blackwood: The Singular Death of Morton (6 pages, online)



Laski: The Tower (7 pages, hardcopy)

Questions to think about:



Laski: What’s the climax of the story?
What would a Freudian reading of the Blackwood text look like (based on the excerpt from “The Uncanny”)?

Where is the horror in Freaks? What’s the movie’s position?
