DC 270 History of Horror Film
Homework 3 (due 4/20 and 4/27)
Writing Assignment (due at the beginning of class, 4/27)

The short version: Analyze your favorite monster.

The details: pick a monster figure, preferably from a movie or a novel/novella (or substantial short story) you know, and analyze it using ideas and tools we have seen, including Freud’s essay on the Uncanny and Schneider’s article on monsters as metaphors which is part of the reading assignment. (Do not use any of the movies or stories we have discussed in detail in class; this does not rule out different versions of Dracula or Frankenstein, though if they add a significantly different or new point of view.) Discuss and include the following:
· a factual synopsis of the plot (of the movie or novel), to make the subsequent analysis meaningful;

· a discussion of the context/sources of the monster (is it a literary invention, a mythological creature, etc.);

· discuss the treatment of the monster figure in the narrative: what role does the monster play, how is it depicted, how does it interact with other characters, how do the other characters perceive it?
· compare the treatment of the monster figure to other treatments you know about or have read about (make some effort to locate at least one point of comparison); are there noticeable differences or similarities?
· apply the theoretical reading (Jones, Freud, Schneider) to attempt a possible explanation of the monster in the narrative and what it represents; this can only work if you have done the initial parts of this assignment carefully.
The first four parts are about collecting evidence, the last part is about connecting the evidence with the theoretical frameworks we have seen. Your essay should be close to 3 letter size pages at normal spacing and font size. 
Reading Assignment (due 4/20)

Theoretical:
Schneider: Monsters as Metaphors (HFR, 26 pages)


Fiction
Daly King: Episode of the Torment IV (17 pages, 

e-reserve at library, pwd: DC270)



Machen: Novel of the White Powder (10 pages, online)

Questions to think about:

Daly King was a psychologist, does that show in the story?
What does the white power do to Francis?

How do the monsters we’ve seen so far fit into Schneider’s world?

