DC 270 Werner Herzog
Homework 5 (due 5/30)
For this assignment you will need the section from Panofsky’s “Studies in Iconology” I handed out in class; I don’t have an electronic copy of the text, so if you don’t have it, stop by and I can give you a hardcopy.

Writing Assignment: Herzog, the Symbolist (5/30)
The excerpt from Panofsky’s “Studies in Iconology” suggests a three-layer framework for approaching the analysis of a work of art. Panofsky distinguishes the “pre-iconographical description”, establishing the “primary and natural subject matter” (we also called this motifs), the “iconographical analysis”, establishing the “secondary or conventional subject matter” (the themes), and, finally, the iconographical interpretation, establishing for the “intrinsic meaning or content”. The last step is what we usually call interpretation. 
Pick one of the following scenes (they are all available on youtube), and analyze it at all three layers by identifying motives and themes and attempting an interpretation. (The interpretation will have to be partial, since the scenes are only fragments.) Your analysis should be between two and three pages.
Opening sequence: Aguirre (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkW51YFgFjk)

Opening sequence: Fitzcarraldo

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVQ8o7G6mQA)

Final scene: Heart of Glass

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEOijdUlniY)
Submission: your essay should be typed; you can either email it to me, or submit a hardcopy in class.

